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President’s Report 2006

2005-06 has been a successful year for NZARES. Members have contributed to a range of activities related to agriculture, agribusiness, natural resources and the environment. We are preparing for a major event, the 2007 AARES conference to be held in Queenstown. Some highlights from the past year include the following.

2006 NZARES conference

This is the second year that we have held the NZARES conference in Nelson during August. This year the conference is being held during the week and not on a Saturday as in previous years. The Committee welcome comments and suggestions on the venue and timing. Registration numbers are about 80 and we have a strong programme of papers and invited speakers. 

Our thanks to MAF for again providing laptops and projectors for the event.

NZARES and AARES have this year introduced the Heading East and Heading West Award  to foster trans Tasman interchange of ideas. Congratulations to the first recipients of these awards, Matt Arthur and Dan O’Sullivan who are presenting their papers at the NZARES conference. Frank Scrimgeour and Deborah Peterson were the key people who developed these awards – our thanks to them for their foresight and initiative.

Our conference has also benefited from the visit to Australia for the IAAE conference of Wilfrid Legg, of OECD, a keynote speaker at the NZARES conference.

NZARES Postgraduate awards 

Congratulations to the following winners of NZARES Postgraduate awards who are presenting papers at the conference:

Klaus Kogler, Lincoln University

Halahingano Rohorua, University of Waikato

Santiago a Bermeo Alvear, Massey University

IAAE 2006 Conference

The International Association of Agricultural Economists conference is being held at Gold Coast, Australia, 12-18 August 2006. This will be a very big event (865 papers were submitted to the organisers) and NZARES members were encouraged to attend. The theme of the event is Contributions of Agricultural Economists to Critical Policy Issues. The organisation of this event has been led by AARES members Julian Alston, Phil Pardey and Mal Wegener. 

NZARES (and other branches of AARES) offered financial assistance to NZARES members to encourage participation in the IAAE event. Congratulations to Dr Bhubaneswor Dhakal who was the recipient of a $1000 award NZARES to support his attendance and paper presentation at the IAAE conference. Dr Dhakal recently completed his PhD at Lincoln University. AARES provided 20 awards to help members attend the IAAE conference. Dr Bill Kaye-Blake of Lincoln University was one of the AARES award winners.

AARES 2005 Workshop and Symposium

AARES organised a Water Economics Workshop and a symposium Markets for Water: Prospects for Western Australia in Perth, during September 2005. Ross Cullen presented a paper at the Workshop and attended the Symposium as well as the AARES Federal Council meeting held in Perth. These were well organised events at excellent venues.

2006 AARES conference, Manly
The 50th AARES conference attracted close to 250 attendees, including eight people from New Zealand. Excellent venue, keynote speakers, and organisation meant this was another valuable event for members of our profession. 

AARES President - Elect

Congratulations to Professor Allan Rae of Massey University who was elected AARES President Elect at the AARES AGM, held at Manly during February 2006. Allan is well known to NZARES members and has made important research contributions to agricultural economics and international trade during his career. He is Director of the Centre for Applied Economics and Policy Studies at Massey University.

AARES Committees

Caroline Saunders is a member of the AARES PhD award committee, Frank Scringeour is a member of the Masters award committee, Ross Cullen is a member of the Federal Council and the President-Elect Search Committee.

2007 AARES Conference, Queenstown, 14-16 February, 2007

The 51st Annual AARES conference will be held in Queenstown at the Rydges Lakeland Hotel. This will be a large event, and we are planning for 250 delegates. Note the dates for this event in your Year Planner now. 
The NZARES committee has established a Local Organising Committee (LOC) with Ross Cullen as Chair, President-Elect Allan Rae, and the NZARES committee. The LOC selected All Occasions Management to be the 2007 Professional Conference Organisers (PCO). AOM have successfully supported the last three AARES conferences and have an excellent relationship with AARES. For information on the event see: 

http://www.aomevents.com/conferences/AARES07/

The conference theme is Australasia’s Resource –Based Industries in a Future World. Allan Rae has organised the following keynote speakers for the event:

Prof Philip McCann, University of Waikato
Dr Kym Anderson, World Bank
Dr Will Martin, World Bank
Dr Dave Vanzetti, ANU, Australia
Prof Giovanni Anania, University of Calabria, Italy
Dr Suzi Kerr, MOTU, New Zealand
Prof Mike Young, University of Adelaide and CSIRO
Prof Lew Evans, Victoria University of Wellington
Prof Frank Scrimgeour, University of Waikato, New Zealand
Dr Matthew Wilson, University of Vermont
Prof. Røgnvaldur Hannesson, Norwegian School of Economics and Business Administration
The Distinguished Fellows Lecture will be given by Prof. GianCarlo Moschini, Iowa State University.

International conferences are costly events to deliver and sponsorship is an important source of revenue. The LOC, AARES President John Mullen, and Manager Promotion and Development Lili Pechey and latterly Geraldine Gentle, are working hard to attract sponsorship for the 2007 conference and welcome any suggestions of possible sponsors.
NZARES Website

Stuart Ford oversees NZARES website content. The website http//www.nzares.org.nz is managed for the Society by the Secretariat, Strategic Research Services. The website will be most valuable to members if it has regularly updated and has fresh relevant content. Please send items of news and other material for the website to stuart@agribusinessgroup.com

The AARES website has recently been relocated. It is now at http://www.aares.info/

AARES – NZARES 

The AARES website contains a Policy File and this notes that NZARES is the New Zealand Branch of AARES. (Note there is also a large North American branch of AARES). There are considerable benefits to New Zealand from participation in AARES. Because NZARES is a branch of AARES New Zealand universities can and do nominate students for AARES awards each year. AARES provides a per capita grant each year to branches to assist their activities. The benefits of membership of any organisation are determined to a considerable extent by individuals own participation in the affairs of the organisation. The services provided to individuals by AARES membership include: opportunity to attend annual AARES conferences, symposia and other events at member’s rates; Australian Journal of Agricultural and Resource Economics - 4x per year; News and Views - 3x per year; Connections – 2x per year. The NZARES committee and AARES Federal Council have worked to increase participation in AARES and NZARES conferences by introducing Heading East- Heading West awards.

The AARES Federal Council has noted that about half of the NZARES members are not also members of AARES. The AARES Federal Council established a working party comprising Ross Cullen, Deborah Peterson and Jeff Bennett to look into the reasons for this and how the structure and operations of the two Societies might be better aligned to meet the needs of members. The NZARES committee discussed this topic at its April teleconference meeting and briefly considered four options as listed below:
1.  A name change from AARES to ANZARES, and all members must belong to the one organisation. NZARES would cease to exist, and a New Zealand Branch of ANZARES would be created. Environmental Institute for Australia and New Zealand (EIANZ) is a good model for this - see http://www.eianz.org/ 

2. NZARES and AARES become separate organisations, individuals can choose to belong to one, or both organisations. The two organisations could hold joint conferences. The New Zealand and Australian Ecological Societies are separate oganisations but they hold a combined conference every second year, see http://www.nzes.org.nz/ 

3. NZARES members are all required to be members of AARES.

4. Continue present situation whereby NZARES members chose whether they also belong to AARES.

The NZARES Committee has discussed these options but has not made any recommendation on this topic. The NZARES AGM is the time for NZARES members to express their views on the matter. 
The AARES Federal Council discussed these issues at its May meeting. It also noted the possibility of providing services to new members in South East Asia.  Some support was expressed for a change in name to Australasian Agricultural and Resource Economics Society. 
Electronic storage of NZARES conference papers
One of the major expense items and logistical commitments of the NZARES conference is publication of the conference proceedings. The AERU at Lincoln University has published hard copies for conference participants at a cost of about $3,000 per year. The NZARES Committee has considered alternatives that could ensure wider circulation and/or reduce costs.

AgEcon Search offers a solution that meets both these criteria. It is an open-access web site (http://agecon.lib.umn.edu) hosted by the Department of Applied Economics at the University of Minnesota. The site is supported by the American Agricultural Economics Association. 

The site is an archive of working papers, journal articles and conference proceedings. The database is searchable and full text papers in PDF format are available for free. Authors retain copyright. Conference proceedings currently hosted on AgEcon Search include:
· American Agricultural Economics Association

· Canadian Agricultural Economics Society

· European Association of Agricultural Economists

· International Association of Agricultural Economists

· Western Agricultural Economics Association
AgEcon Search is willing to host NZARES conference papers and the NZARES committee have agreed to take up that opportunity. After the conclusion of the conference authors will be asked to send their papers to NZARES@NZARES.org.nz

The Secretariat will gather the papers, makes sure they are in correct PDF format with title pages that contain the titles, authors and conference information, and submit the papers on a CD Rom to AgEcon Search. There is a charge to NZARES of about US$5 per paper.

NZARES finances

The 2005 NZARES conference made a significant surplus. The finances of the organisation are healthy. Thanks to Treasurer Phil Journeaux for his continued stewardship of the finances.

NZARES Committee

The NZARES committee has met four times during the past year, once face to face and three times by teleconference. My thanks to the committee members for the effort and expertise they have contributed.

Ross Cullen
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