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AGENDA

NZARES Annual General Meeting

Thursday 28 August 2008

Tahuna Conference Centre, Nelson

1. Apologies

2. Minutes of the 2007 AGM

3. Matters Arising

4. President’s Report

5. Treasurer’s Report

6. Election of Officers

7. General Business
Robin Johnson Memorial Session

NZARES and AARES membership

MINUTES OF THE NZARES ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 24 AUGUST 2007 AT THE TERRACE CONFERENCE CENTRE, THE TERRACE, WELLINGTON.
Meeting started at: 3.30 pm
Present:
Richard Lynch, Phil  Journeaux, Sandra Barns, Alice Marfell-Jones, Robin Johnson, Matthew Newman, Allan Rae, Annette Carey, Kelly Lock, Allen Petrey, Petrus Simons, James Barton, Terry Parminter, Irene Parminter (arrived late), Brian Bell, Stuart Ford, Ross Cullen, Krishna Iyer, David McCall, Dan Marsh, Simon Harris, Loretta Dobbs
 

Apologies: Caroline Saunders
 

Minutes of the 2006 AGM:
These were taken as read and that they are a true and accurate record.
 R Lynch/T Parminter

Matters arising from the minutes:
Terry Parminter asked for an update on the electronic archiving of conference papers. Ross Cullen replied that all the conference papers were on the website.

Alan Rae asked if a paper existed for promoting AARES. Richard Lynch said this was still to be done.

 R Lynch/D Marsh

President’s report

Richard Lynch presented his report highlighting the achievements of a successful year. He also thanked today’s presenters.
Phil Journeaux (Treasurer) said he had not received any money from AARES following the conference. Alan Rae said he would follow this up. 
Alan Rae reiterated the President’s comments about the conference in Queenstown being a success. He thanked Ross Cullen for all the work he did in organising the sponsorship.
Ross Cullen said he was embarrassed by the unexpected $31,000 profit made from the AARES conference.

Richard Lynch thanked Ross Cullen for putting together the conference organiser’s handbook.
A motion was carried to accept the President’s report as read.
R Lynch/T Parminter
 

Treasurer's report 
A small loss was made in 2007 but in a healthy position overall.
A motion was carried that the report be accepted.             P Journeaux/R Cullen 
Brian Bell asked if a further $8,000 of the AARES conference profit could be given to NZARES. Ross Cullen said this wasn’t possible as there were rules around a set amount.
 

Election of officers:
Nominations were called for the election of officers for the 2007/08 year:
President elect:  No nominations received. It was proposed that the incoming committee fill the position during the year.                           S Ford/P Journeaux
Secretary: Matthew Newman                                    Dan Marsh/Phil Journeaux
Treasurer: Phil Journeaux                                         Dan Marsh/Robin Johnson
Committee:  Kelly Lock                                       Phil Journeaux/Richard Lynch
                      Rod Forbes                                   Phil Journeaux/Robin Johnson
                      Stuart Ford                                                 T Parminter/ Brian Bell
 

General Business: 
There was some discussion around the next conference. It was agreed it would continue to be held in Nelson towards the end of August. The committee will decide on the definite date. Robin Johnson said it was necessary to get the catering organised early.

Suggestions for a speaker were requested. Richard Lynch suggested the Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment. Suggestions are to be provided to Dan Marsh.
 

Meeting adjourned at 4 pm.
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President’s Report 2008
Thank you for entrusting me with the society over the last 12 months. It has been a good year and not too strenuous thanks to the efforts of the NZARES Committee of Matthew Newman, Phil Journeaux, Kelly Lock, Stuart Ford, Rod Forbes and Richard Lynch.
Because we hosted the 51st AARES conference in Queenstown in February 2007 we did not hold a separate NZARES conference in that year.  Instead a one day workshop was held in Wellington on 23 August.  Thanks to the speakers: Kay Cao, Krishna Iyer, David McCall, Chris Carson, Caroline Saunders, Allan Rae, Hayden Montgomery; Stuart Ford and Kevin Guerin.  Topics covered included:  productivity, trade and the environment. 

We were very sad to hear of the death of Robin Johnson one of the original founders of the New Zealand branch of the Australian Agricultural Economics Society and a very active member of our society right up to 2007.  The President sent a card to Robin’s family on behalf of the society. We have put on the agenda for the 2008 AGM a proposal that a ‘Robin Johnson Memorial Session’ be held at future NZARES conferences. This could be a plenary or contributed paper session involving invited speakers on topics related to agricultural policy.

2008 Conference

Many thanks to the Ministry of Fisheries for their generous sponsorship of the 2008 NZARES Conference. This has proved to be an excellent vehicle for increasing the number of papers in Fisheries Economics and building bridges in the profession.
This year we may have a record number of papers and this has meant increasing the number of parallel sessions from three to four. Originally we had proposals for 50 contributed papers – but after some late withdrawals the number of contributed papers in the programme currently stands at 47 – up from 30 in 2006 and 41 in 2005.
Another feature of this year’s conference is the large number of ‘special sessions’. The committee invited interested organisations or sponsors to send us proposals for special sessions earlier in the year and we feel this has worked very well. We stressed from the outset that it was up to the ‘sponsor’ (not the NZARES committee) to identify and organise suitable  speakers. A possible future development of this approach would allow for special sponsored sessions – whereby for a fee (say $500) we would give the sponsor naming rights to the session and some advertising in the conference programme.
We are very pleased that Chris O’Donnell has been able to continue our recent tradition of the AARES President attending the NZARES conference.

There is room for improvement in our systems for advertising the conference – with some members of the profession not receiving the NZARES newsletter. As well as the usual NZARES newsletters we sent conference fliers to all ‘likely’ organisations and asked that these be circulated. Part of the problem may have been a reduction in the number of people listed as NZARES members – as a consequence of not holding an NZARES conference in 2007. To remedy this we suggest that the committee/secretariat maintain a separate mailing list for the NZARES newsletter. In this way people should continue to receive the newsletter even if their NZARES membership has lapsed. We should also add a “please add me to the mailing list” feature to the website.
Many thanks to MAF for again providing the data shows and other assistance at this years conference.
Secretariat and Website

Secretariat services continue to be ably provided by Sue and Ron Shepherd and we recommend that this practice continues. 
There is some scope for improving the NZARES website particularly access to and arrangement of on-line contributed and other papers. We suggest that a member of the incoming committee takes on responsibility for website development, or that some money is used to pay for website development.
AARES Matters

The 2008 AARES Conference was held in Canberra. NZARES attendees included Allan Rae (outgoing AARES President), Dan Marsh and Brian Bell.
Dan Marsh represented NZARES at the AARES council meetings in February. Many thanks to Allan Rae for representing NZARES at AARES council meetings in May and August.
AARES is considering changing it’s name from the Australian … to the Australasian Agricultural and Resource Economics Society – a move that NZARES supports.
The AARES Undergraduate Award went to William Gauntlett (Waikato University). William is currently taking a directed study paper focussing on costs and benefits of compliance for Waikato Dairy farmers with a view to presenting a paper at AARES Cairns.

Heading West Awards

Sadly we did not receive any applications for Heading West awards for the AARES conference. To try to make sure that we do get applications this year we will be promoting these awards at the NZARES Nelson conference
NZARES Postgraduate awards 

Congratulations  to Bentry Mkwara (Waikato University) and Michael Rutledge (Lincoln University) winners of NZARES Postgraduate award. Bentry is studying for a PhD on “Agricultural sector policy reforms implications for poverty and development in Malawi”. Michael is studying for a Masters of Commerce and Management. His thesis topic is “Assessing demand for organic lamb in New Zealand: A study of consumer attitudes utilising choice modelling”.
52nd AARES Conference
The 2009 Conference of the Australian Agricultural and Resource Economics Society (AARES) will be held in Cairns, Australia, from Wednesday 11th to Friday 13th February 2009. Workshops preceding the conference will be held on Tuesday the 10th of February. Contributed paper titles are due by 12 September 2009.
NZARES finances

The finances of the organisation continue to be healthy. Thanks to Treasurer Phil Journeaux for his continued stewardship of the finances.

NZARES Committee

The NZARES committee has met four times during the past year. The president, secretary and treasurer met face to face and were joined by other members by teleconference. Very many thanks to the committee members who have so willingly taken on the various tasks involved in running the society and the annual conference.
Dan Marsh 
26 August 2008
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